
Subject: Assessment of the Movement of Contaminated Items from Mainland Vietnam ...
From: "Wayne Dwernychuk" <wdwernychuk@telus.net>
Date: 4/18/2022, 12:16 PM
To: <jr@rossie.com>

Mr. Rossie …

Your email of April 16, 2022 (Supplement 1) outlines protocols for the transfer of
mail/supplies/cargo from the Da Nang airbase to off-shore Navy aircraft carriers.
The professional opinion I prepared for Mr. John Richardson (Supplement 2) outlines
in detail my assessment of his potential to come in contact with mailbags that were
contaminated with TCDD/DIOXIN residues. It was my conclusion that there was at
least a 50% chance that such a contamination route was feasible, as likely as not. My
final statements on this matter are:

I am convinced that, in fact, there was a transfer of TCDD/DIOXIN, originating from
the RANCH HAND sectors of the Da Nang airbase onto the waiting canvas mail bags,
and depending on individual or a combination of circumstances, high levels of
TCDD/DIOXIN conveyance were possible at a probability level of at least 50%, as
likely as not. My assessment is based solely on science and my direct Vietnam in-
country experience and associated research programs related to the Da Nang airbase,
addressing TCDD/DIOXIN contamination in the environment, human food items,
human blood, and human breast milk [Supplement 3].

Your recent email (Supplement 1) poses questions which involve potential
TCDD/DIOXIN residue contamination and transfer of cargo materials other than
just mailbags if they too were temporarily stored/accumulated in the same vicinity
as mailbags; that is, in front of the FASU terminal (Fleet Air Support Unit;
Supplement 2). The questions you pose, are addressed here:
1 … If there were other items at the same location as John Richardson's mailbags, would
those others items and materials being picked up at the same time as the mailbags have been
subject to the same potential contamination?
If other materials were situated in the same location as the mailbags waiting for COD
(Carrier Onboard Delivery) aircraft to transport these cargo items to the aircraft
carrier, these items, in conjunction with mailbags, would likewise collect
TCDD/DIOXIN residues (originating from the Ranch Hand Agent Orange spray
compound; Supplement 2) comparable to that of the mailbags. It is my contention
this contamination occurred as likely as not … i.e., probability of 50%. This scenario
leads to the question of air crew contamination on the loaded COD planes returning
to the aircraft carrier. I contend there was also a probability of 50% that these crew
members could come in contact with and be contaminated by TCDD/DIOXIN
molecules, with the caveat that it would be necessary for such crews to actually
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handle these transported materials.
2 … And since all those items were put directly onto the COD planes, would the people who
unloaded and handled those items once the COD landed on the aircraft carrier also be subject
to the same 50% level of probability for contamination through their contact with those
items?
It is my opinion that certainly there would be some contamination occurrences, as
you outline above, through the unloading and continued handling of the
transported/contaminated cargo materials on the aircraft carrier, as likely as not …
i.e., probability of 50%.
3 … How about the next recipients as the items and materials were passed on?
Once the TCDD contaminated cargo materials were deplaned on the aircraft carrier,
some of these materials were further sorted and distributed to other smaller Navy
vessels (Supplement 1). With each ‘transport’ path and ‘handling’ of materials from
the Da Nang FASU terminal, there likely was a reduction in the actual
amount/concentration level of TCDD/DIOXIN contamination due to articles being
moved/handled/sorted. Consequently, the concentration level of TCDD/DIOXIN
probably experienced a decrease with these follow-up cargo activities. However,
whether or not there was a chance of contamination, I contend it could occur as
likely as not.
I trust my comments answer your posed questions. I am unable to ascribe a
contaminant level or concentration. All that I am able to do is examine the
probability of an event happening within the parameters of the scenario presented.
Attached herewith is the pdf version of the Supplements. Because of size, I sent you
the WORD version in a previous email.
Kind regards

Wayne

A achments:
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SUPPLEMENT 1 JOHN ROSSIE EMAIL TO DR. DWERNYCHUK .pdf 106 KB

SUPPLEMENT 2 JOHN RICHARDSON EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT .pdf 1.1 MB

SUPPLEMENT 3 DR DWERNYCHUK CV .pdf 1.6 MB
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